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COURSE DESCRIPTION
Research ethics and methodology

Academic year 2026-2027

1. Information about the study programme

1.1. Higher education institution Babes-Bolyai University

1.2. Faculty Faculty of Letters

1.3. Department Doctoral School of Hungarian Studies

1.4. Field of study Language and literature

1.5. Study cycle Doctorate

a&llsi;iuci}t’ig:)gramme / Doctorate in philology / Doctor of philology
1.7. Form of study Full-time

2. Information about the course

2.1. Course title Research ethics and methodology ‘ Course code LSD 1101

2.2. Lecturer(s) in charge of the course | Prof. univ. dr. habil. BENO Attila / Prof. univ. dr. habil. T. SZABO Levente

2.3. Lecturer(s) in charge of the

) ) Prof. univ. dr. habil. BENO Attila / Prof. univ. dr. habil. T. SZABO Levente
seminar / practical course

2.6. Type of Content DF
2.4. Year of study I | 2.5.Semester 1 o E 2.7.Course status | Compulsory

assessment OBL

status
3. Estimated total time (hours per semester of teaching activities)
3.1. Number of hours per week 4 ?;C‘g::h: 3.2. 2 3.3. seminar / practical course 2
3.4. Total hours in the curriculum 48 ?;C‘g::h: 3.5 24 | 3.6 seminar / practical course 24
Distribution of the time budget for individual study (IS) and self-training activities (ST) lllll(‘)s
Study from textbooks, course materials, bibliography and notes (ST) 48
Additional research in the library, on specialised electronic platforms and in the field 93
Preparation for seminars/ practical courses / laboratories/ projects, assignments, papers, portfolios and essays 48
Tutoring (professional counselling) 12
Examinations 3
Other activities -
3.7. Total hours of individual study (IS) and self-training activities
204

(5T)
3.8. Total hours per semester 252
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3.9. Number of credits 10

4. Prerequisites (where applicable)

4.1. curricular

Not applicable

4.2. of
competences

Knowledge of English, German or French (+ other foreign languages, depending on the topic
addressed in the thesis) sufficient for reading the bibliography

5. Conditions (where applicable)

5.1. for delivering the course

Lecture room, digital board, access to the internet and to specific
databases and software

5.2. for delivering the seminar/ practical course

Seminar room, digital board, access to the internet and to specific
software

6.1. Competences acquired upon completion of the study programme

Professional and research competences

Competence Competence

code

CP1 Advanced knowledge in the field of philology, literature, linguistics, literary theory, cultural history and
discourse studies
Command of advanced research methods and techniques: literary analysis, linguistic analysis,

CP3 hermeneutics, philological research, archival research, corpus analysis, genetic criticism, literary
history, cultural studies and comparative methods

CP7 Skills in documenting, selecting, interpreting and critically using primary and secondary sources
The ability to write scientific works, research reports, articles, chapters and the doctoral thesis in

CP8 . . . : .
accordance with national and international academic standards

CP9 The ability to process, organise and interpret textual, linguistic, bibliographic or archival data, including
through the use of appropriate digital tools
The ability to responsibly manage research data in accordance with the principles of open science,

CP12 including data management plans and the FAIR principles, as well as depositing results in open-access
archives/repositories

Competences concerning research ethics, integrity and management
Competence Competence

code

CE1 Knowledge and application of the principles of academic ethics and integrity at all stages of doctoral
research, in accordance with Law no. 206/2004 and the institution's code of ethics

CE2 The ability to avoid plagiarism, self-plagiarism, the fabrication or falsification of data and other
breaches of good conduct in research

CE3 The ability to design, plan and manage a doctoral research project: objectives, hypotheses,
methodology, timeline, corpus, sources, results and dissemination

CE4 Knowledge of the principles concerning copyright, intellectual property, correct citation, open access
and the responsible use of digital resources

CES The ability to critically assess the limits of one's own research and to formulate further directions of
investigation
Knowledge of the institutional procedures for the ethical approval of research (the ethics committee)

CE6 and the application of the rules on informed consent and the responsible processing of data, as

appropriate
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Transversal competences

public engagement, cultural outreach)

Competence Competence

code

CT1 Advanced sKills in oral and written scientific communication in academic, cultural and professional
contexts

CT2 Advanced language skills in internationally used languages, necessary for documenting, writing and
presenting research results

CT3 Advanced digital skills, including the critical and responsible use of databases, digital libraries,
bibliographic management tools, linguistic corpora and artificial intelligence tools

CTS Skills of critical thinking, synthesis, evaluation and argumentation in scientific and professional
contexts

CT9 Skills for communicating science to the general public and to non-specialist audiences (popularisation,

6.2. Learning outcomes specific to the study programme

Learning outcomes targeted through the course

Competence Knowledge and understanding Specific academic skills
code (Knowledge and understanding) (Specific academic skills)

CP1,CP3, 4. To critically use digital tools, databases,
CP7,CP9, " . . s .

CP12. CE1 4. To critically interpret relevant primary and bibliographic management software and,

CE4 'CE6 ! secondary sources, textual corpora, archival where appropriate, artificial intelligence tools,

CTl' CTZ’ documents and bibliographic materials in compliance with the rules of academic

CT3 integrity
Egg' EEZ’ 9. To write advanced academic texts, observing
’ ’ 9. To use specialised terminology appropriately in the norms of argumentation, citation,
CE4,CT1 . ) . .o LY . oo ;
CT2, CTS, national and international scientific communication str}lcturlng and style specific to the field of
CT9 Philology
CP7, CP9,

CP12, CE1, . . . .
CE2. CE3 10. To responsibly manage research data in 10. To apply the standards of academic ethics
CE4' CE5' accordance with the principles of open science and and integrity in producing the doctoral thesis
CE6, CT1, FAIR data management and in disseminating research results

CT3

7. Learning outcomes specific to the course

Knowledge and understanding

1. The doctoral student will know and understand the concepts concerning research methodology.

2. The doctoral student will know and understand the main aspects concerning research methodology (the writing of a
doctoral thesis), scientific rigour and research ethics.

Specific academic skills

1. The doctoral student will be able to present a set of principles that must be followed in scientific research and in the
field in which they will work.
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2. The doctoral student will be able to recognise the specific features of scientific works of various types, to carry out
research, and to present and/or write preparatory scientific studies for the elaboration of the doctoral thesis: seminar
presentations (book presentations, bibliographic surveys with the definition of concepts, corpus building, thematic
topics, etc.); conference papers; scientific articles and reviews; the doctoral thesis (observing the methods of
documentation, retrieval and processing of information, and the ethics of research and writing); the organisation of
academic sessions; the editing and proofreading of volumes, etc.

8. Content

8.1 Lecture

Teaching methods

Remarks

1. Everyday thinking - scientific cognition.
Prejudices, stereotypes, scripts.

Discussions. Individual presentations.
Consultation of documents. Interactive
presentation based on the documents
sent, etc. Analyses of written (literary,
non-literary) and oral texts. Case
studies. Commentary based on the
source texts.

Each lecture is conceived in
close connection with the
corresponding seminar, both
placing the emphasis on the
doctoral students' contributions
to the proposed topic.

2. Perception, interpretation, explanation.

Discussions. Individual presentations.
Consultation of documents (on paper,
projection). Interactive presentation
based on the documents sent, etc.
Analyses of written (literary, non-
literary) and oral texts. Case studies.
Commentary based on the source
texts.

Each lecture is conceived in
close connection with the
corresponding seminar, both
placing the emphasis on the
doctoral students' contributions
to the proposed topic.

3. The human conceptual system.
Knowledge, memory, associativity

Discussions. Individual presentations.
Consultation of documents (on paper,
projection). Interactive presentation
based on the documents sent, etc.
Analyses of written (literary, non-
literary) and oral texts. Case studies.
Commentary based on the source
texts.

Each lecture is conceived in
close connection with the
corresponding seminar, both
placing the emphasis on the
doctoral students' contributions
to the proposed topic.

4. Problems of generalization

Discussions. Individual presentations.
Consultation of documents (on paper,
projection). Interactive presentation
based on the documents sent, etc.
Analyses of written (literary, non-
literary) and oral texts. Case studies.
Commentary based on the source
texts.

Each lecture is conceived in
close connection with the
corresponding seminar, both
placing the emphasis on the
doctoral students' contributions
to the proposed topic.

5. The process and temporality of scientific
research.

Discussions. Individual presentations.
Consultation of documents (on paper,
projection). Interactive presentation

Each lecture is conceived in
close connection with the
corresponding seminar, both
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based on the documents sent, etc.
Analyses of written (literary, non-
literary) and oral texts. Case studies.
Commentary based on the source
texts.

placing the emphasis on the
doctoral students' contributions
to the proposed topic.

6. Statistical processing of data.

Discussions. Individual presentations.
Consultation of documents. Interactive
presentation based on the documents
sent. Analyses of written (literary,
non-literary) and oral texts. Case
studies. Commentary based on the
source texts.

Each lecture is conceived in
close connection with the
corresponding seminar, both
placing the emphasis on the
doctoral students' contributions
to the proposed topic.

7. Characteristics of scientific publications

Discussions. Individual presentations.
Consultation of documents (on paper,
projection). Interactive presentation
based on the documents sent, etc.
Analyses of written (literary, non-
literary) and oral texts. Case studies.
Commentary based on the source
texts.

Each lecture is conceived in
close connection with the
corresponding seminar, both
placing the emphasis on the
doctoral students' contributions
to the proposed topic.

8. Scientific genres

Discussions. Individual presentations.
Consultation of documents (on paper,
projection). Interactive presentation
based on the documents sent, etc.
Analyses of written (literary, non-
literary) and oral texts. Case studies.
Commentary based on the source
texts.

Each lecture is conceived in
close connection with the
corresponding seminar, both
placing the emphasis on the
doctoral students' contributions
to the proposed topic.

9. Developing different types of research
plans, their role and their adjustment
throughout the research process

Discussions. Individual presentations.
Consultation of documents (on paper,
projection). Interactive presentation
based on the documents sent, etc.
Analyses of written (literary, non-
literary) and oral texts. Case studies.
Commentary based on the source
texts.

Each lecture is conceived in
close connection with the
corresponding seminar, both
placing the emphasis on the
doctoral students' contributions
to the proposed topic.

10. The differentiated positioning of
research results according to the
publication context (linguistic, disciplinary,
cultural, etc.)

Discussions. Individual presentations.
Consultation of documents (on paper,
projection). Interactive presentation
based on the documents sent, etc.
Analyses of written (literary, non-
literary) and oral texts. Case studies.
Commentary based on the source
texts.

Each lecture is conceived in
close connection with the
corresponding seminar, both
placing the emphasis on the
doctoral students' contributions
to the proposed topic.

11. The role of bibliographic elements in
research. Developing and integrating the
bibliography into research

Discussions. Individual presentations.
Consultation of documents (on paper,
projection). Interactive presentation
based on the documents sent, etc.
Analyses of written (literary, non-
literary) and oral texts. Case studies.

Each lecture is conceived in
close connection with the
corresponding seminar, both
placing the emphasis on the
doctoral students' contributions
to the proposed topic.
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Commentary based on the source
texts.

12. Formal norms of scientific
communication

Discussions. Individual presentations.
Consultation of documents. Interactive
presentation based on the documents
sent, etc. Analyses of written (literary,
non-literary) and oral texts. Case
studies. Commentary based on the
source texts.

Each lecture is conceived in
close connection with the
corresponding seminar, both
placing the emphasis on the
doctoral students' contributions
to the proposed topic.

13. Artificial intelligence (Al) in research:
the ethics and deontology of using Al in
different types of

Discussions. Individual presentations.
Consultation of documents. Interactive
presentation based on the documents
sent, etc. Analyses of written (literary,
non-literary) and oral texts. Case
studies. Commentary based on the
source texts.

Each lecture is conceived in
close connection with the
corresponding seminar, both
placing the emphasis on the
doctoral students' contributions
to the proposed topic.

14. From the doctoral thesis to the book

Discussions. Individual presentations.
Consultation of documents. Interactive
presentation based on the documents
sent, etc. Analyses of written (literary,
non-literary) and oral texts. Case
studies. Commentary based on the
source texts.

Each lecture is conceived in
close connection with the
corresponding seminar, both
placing the emphasis on the
doctoral students' contributions
to the proposed topic.

8.2. Seminar and practical course

1. Introduction. The limits of human
knowledge

Discussions. Individual presentations.
Consultation of documents. Interactive
presentation based on the documents
sent, etc. Analyses of written (literary,
non-literary) and oral texts. Case
studies. Commentary based on the
source texts.

Each lecture is conceived in
close connection with the
corresponding seminar, both
placing the emphasis on the
doctoral students' contributions
to the proposed topic.

2. Cognitive dissonance in research

Discussions. Individual presentations.
Consultation of documents (on paper,
projection). Interactive presentation
based on the documents sent, etc.
Analyses of written (literary, non-
literary) and oral texts. Case studies.
Commentary based on the source
texts.

Each lecture is conceived in
close connection with the
corresponding seminar, both
placing the emphasis on the
doctoral students' contributions
to the proposed topic.

3. Paradigms and paradigm shifts in
research

Discussions. Individual presentations.
Consultation of documents (on paper,
projection). Interactive presentation
based on the documents sent, etc.
Analyses of written (literary, non-
literary) and oral texts. Case studies.
Commentary based on the source
texts.

Each lecture is conceived in
close connection with the
corresponding seminar, both
placing the emphasis on the
doctoral students' contributions
to the proposed topic.

4. Epistemology and epistemological
relativism in research

Discussions. Individual presentations.
Consultation of documents (on paper,
projection). Interactive presentation

Each lecture is conceived in
close connection with the
corresponding seminar, both
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based on the documents sent, etc.
Analyses of written (literary, non-
literary) and oral texts. Case studies.
Commentary based on the source
texts.

placing the emphasis on the
doctoral students' contributions
to the proposed topic.

5. Iconic turn in culture

Discussions. Individual presentations.
Consultation of documents (on paper,
projection). Interactive presentation
based on the documents sent, etc.
Analyses of written (literary, non-
literary) and oral texts. Case studies.
Commentary based on the source
texts.

Each lecture is conceived in
close connection with the
corresponding seminar, both
placing the emphasis on the
doctoral students' contributions
to the proposed topic.

6. Cognition and intelligence. The myth of
intelligence.

Discussions. Individual presentations.
Consultation of documents. Interactive
presentation based on the documents
sent. Analyses of written (literary,
non-literary) and oral texts. Case
studies. Commentary based on the
source texts.

Each lecture is conceived in
close connection with the
corresponding seminar, both
placing the emphasis on the
doctoral students' contributions
to the proposed topic.

7. Plagiarism, forms of plagiarism and their
consequences

Discussions. Individual presentations.
Consultation of documents (on paper,
projection). Interactive presentation
based on the documents sent, etc.
Analyses of written (literary, non-
literary) and oral texts. Case studies.
Commentary based on the source
texts.

Each lecture is conceived in
close connection with the
corresponding seminar, both
placing the emphasis on the
doctoral students' contributions
to the proposed topic.

8. Scientific genres

Discussions. Individual presentations.
Consultation of documents (on paper,
projection). Interactive presentation
based on the documents sent, etc.
Analyses of written (literary, non-
literary) and oral texts. Case studies.
Commentary based on the source
texts.

Each lecture is conceived in
close connection with the
corresponding seminar, both
placing the emphasis on the
doctoral students' contributions
to the proposed topic.

9. Developing different types of research
plans, their role and their adjustment
throughout the research process

Discussions. Individual presentations.
Consultation of documents (on paper,
projection). Interactive presentation
based on the documents sent, etc.
Analyses of written (literary, non-
literary) and oral texts. Case studies.
Commentary based on the source
texts.

Each lecture is conceived in
close connection with the
corresponding seminar, both
placing the emphasis on the
doctoral students' contributions
to the proposed topic.

10. The differentiated positioning of
research results according to the
publication context (linguistic, disciplinary,
cultural, etc.)

Discussions. Individual presentations.
Consultation of documents (on paper,
projection). Interactive presentation
based on the documents sent, etc.
Analyses of written (literary, non-
literary) and oral texts. Case studies.

Each lecture is conceived in
close connection with the
corresponding seminar, both
placing the emphasis on the
doctoral students' contributions
to the proposed topic.

Date of approval by the Dean's Office
Name and signature of the Dean
Conf. univ. dr. Rares MOLDOVAN




UNIVERSITATEA BABES-BOLYAI
BABES-BOLYAL TUDOMANYEGYETEM
BABES-BOLYAI UNIVERSITAT
BABES-BOLYAI UNIVERSITY

TRADITIO ET EXCELLENTIA

Facultatea de Litere
Str. Horea nr. 31
400202, Cluj-Napoca
https://lett.ubbcluj.ro

Commentary based on the source
texts.

11. The role of bibliographic elements in
research. Developing and integrating the
bibliography into research

Discussions. Individual presentations.

Consultation of documents (on paper,
projection). Interactive presentation
based on the documents sent, etc.
Analyses of written (literary, non-
literary) and oral texts. Case studies.
Commentary based on the source
texts.

Each lecture is conceived in
close connection with the
corresponding seminar, both
placing the emphasis on the
doctoral students' contributions
to the proposed topic.

12. Formal norms of scientific
communication

Discussions. Individual presentations.

Consultation of documents (on paper,
projection). Interactive presentation
based on the documents sent, etc.
Analyses of written (literary, non-
literary) and oral texts. Case studies.
Commentary based on the source
texts.

Each lecture is conceived in
close connection with the
corresponding seminar, both
placing the emphasis on the
doctoral students' contributions
to the proposed topic.

13. Artificial intelligence (Al) in research:
the ethics and deontology of using Al in
different types of

14. From the doctoral thesis to the book

9. Assessment

Type of activity 9.1 Assessment criteria 9.2 Assessment methods | 9.3 Weight in the final grade
Examination
The lecturers in charge of
the course jointly choose
two examination dates in
In order to pass the course, .. .
the official session for
doctoral students must finalisine the erade
take into account the tasks gthesg '
k ing th .
andeten duringthe | Docorl sadenswi
assignment) submit to the lecturer the
9.4 Lecture 8 ' individual certificates for | 50 %
An examination with obt'a ining the grade,
) . which, after assessment,
theoretical-methodological .
. will be completed and
and practical elements siened by the teachin
related to the topics and 5 y §
1 staff.
bibliography of the course
The possible grades are:
excellent, good,
satisfactory or
unsatisfactory.
Active participation in Continuous assessment /
9.5 Seminar / practical course | discussions and the 50 %

preparation of reading

Evaluation of activity

Date of approval by the Dean's Office
Name and signature of the Dean
Conf. univ. dr. Rares MOLDOVAN




UNIVERSITATEA BABES-BOLYAI
BABES-BOLYAT TUDOMANYEGYETEM
BABES-BOLYAI UNIVERSITAT
BABES-BOLYAT UNIVERSITY

TRADITIO ET EXCELLENTIA

Facultatea de Litere
Str. Horea nr. 31
400202, Cluj-Napoca
https://lett.ubbcluj.ro

notes based on the course
bibliography. The
individual solving, at home,
of two practical problems
related to advanced
research for each seminar.

9.6 Minimum performance standard

e Anunderstanding of the aspects concerning the adequate production of the doctoral thesis (in accordance with
what was presented in the course and with the minimum standards for the field of Philology), while observing
the aspects related to academic ethics and integrity; the specialised language is used simply but correctly, and
the student knows and observes the standards of academic writing.

10. SDG labels (Sustainable Development Goals)

Wy,
= = | General label for Sustainable Development
S
an
S Ninkse woAA e e
i | &
. . .
10 e 13 3 16 s N 17 e
S T | Nolabel
G @ ¥ [ & EZ
. . “ . . “ . . .
Date of completion: Name and signature of the lecturers in
29.06.2026

charge of the course and seminar

BENO Attila / T. SZABO Levente
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Date of approval: Name and signature of the Director - Doctoral School of

3 July 2026
Hungarian Studies

Prof. univ. dr. habil. T. SZABO Levente
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